
  
GOMA Meeting Minutes (18 October 2020) 

 

Meeting opened at 1600 (PST)           

other members present:  

LtCol Thesolina Hubert              

LtCol Rick Byno (Ret) 

MGySgt Shannon Sweeney (Ret) 

OPENING 

Attendance is taken. Outgoing Chair Charles Bushnell makes comment that is great to see we have a quorum with 

all board members present. Announcement was made by Charles that the election results were counted, and Jim 

Towney has won as the new GOMA Chair, Mike Lewis was voted in to remain at the Vice-Chairman and Jerry 

Copley has won as the new GOMA Secretary. Charles Bushnell will now be the Treasurer for GOMA full time. 

Charles passes initial comments turns the meeting over to Jim Towney. Jim Towney states that he is pleased to be 

the new Chair and thanks the outgoing Chair for his continued support of GOMA over the years and hopes he can 

maintain the standard that Charles has set. Jerry Copley echoes the same sentiments. Jim turns over meeting to the 

Treasurer. 

 

PAST MINUTES 

Vice-Chairman stated that last month’s meeting minutes (September 2020) had been distributed and asked all 

members present at the meeting if there were any remarks or changes needed to what was written.  It was stated that 

it has already been added to the website.  With no changes being identified by board or members present the minutes 

were motioned by Mike Lewis to accept and seconded by Dave Tifft.  The October minutes are accepted and 

finalized. 

 

TREASURER BUSINESS 

OCTOBER 2020 TREASURY REPORT 

• Beginning Total GOMA Monetary Assets: $13,384.24 
• Beginning Balance Checking: $13, 379.03 

• Expenses: $100.00 

• 10/13/20 $20.00 Stamps.com for Membership Mailings 

• Deposits: $301.54 

• 10/20/20 Deposit $30.00 Annual Membership David Veros 

• 10/29/20 Deposit $270.97 from PayPal 

• 10/31/20 Dividend $0.57 

• Ending Balance Checking: $13,580.57 

•  Savings Balance: $5.21 (No other activity) 

• PayPal Balance: $0.00 

• Carry Over from September: $0.00 

• 10/3/20 Annual Member Ashley Rose $30.00 - $1.17  Fee Net $28.83 

• 10/16/20 Annual Member Christopher Henry $25.00 - $1.03  Fee Net $23.97 

• 10/20/20 Lifetime Member Steven Prewitt $225.00 - $6.83 Fee Net 218.17 

• 10/29/20 Transferred to NFCU Checking: $270.97 

• Total GOMA Monetary Assets: $13,585.78 
  
Treasurer states that all supporting documents are available upon request.  He also stated that he still needs to 

research a way for PayPal to be tax exempt. The Vice Chair motions to accept Treasury Report as written, Dave Tift 

seconds the motion and it is accepted. Chair turns meeting over to the Membership Chairman. 

 

Officers Present: 

Chair Jim Towney 

Vice Mike Lewis 

Secretary Jerry Copley 

Treasurer 

Prior Chair 

Membership Chair 

Charles Bushnell  

Charles Bushnell 

Joe Bering 



  
MEMBERSHIP BUSINESS  

We currently have 453 total members 

  

We added 13 members; 1 lifetime, 1 annual paid, and 11 honor grads  

Plankholder: 32 

--Active: 28 

--Inactive: 4 

  

Lifetime: 70 

--Active: 47 

--Inactive: 23 

  

Annual Members: 349 

--Active Paid: 29 this is up one from last month 

--Honorary Active: 92 this is up 11 new members from last month 

--Inactive (not renewed): 227 

--Inactive/retired accounts: 2  

  

Added 1 Annual paid memberships: 

Dave Veros 

  

Added 1 new Lifetime member 

Steve Prewitt 

  

Added 11 honor grads: 

LCpl Brandon Lee 2141 

PFC Aaron Conway 2131 

PFC Kyle Heaton 2147 

PFC Kyle Wagner 2111 

PFC Brice Wilhite 2111 

LCpl Zachary Brownsberger 2111 

LCpl Andrew Gilmore 2111 

LCpl Nicholas Wilkin 2171 

LCpl Alec Smith 2171 

LCpl Garrett Owens 2171 

LCpl Antonio Gallegos 2171 

 

Treasurer states to Chairman that the roster is also passed to board members each month and that the total number 

reflects all who have ever joined throughout the beginnings of the GOMA.  Rick Byno asked about active/inactive 

and it was clarified that is how we track who is logging into the webpage which there has been a pretty good amount 

of activity.  Treasurer makes comment that we all need to work harder at enticing more members to join, as well as 

previous members to rejoin. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS  

1. Vice Chair comments that we need to make the Honor Grad announcement in the next Newsletter and that 

all Newsletter updates are due NLT 1 Dec. Chair comments that we still need to upload the pictures from 

the West Coast social to the GOMA website and get added to the newsletter. Vice chair comments that we 

need to showcase the active duty forces more in our announcements and Newsletters. Conversations 

continues throughout evening amongst the Board members of needing to figure out a way to connect with 

the younger Marines and somehow identify how we can relay to the younger Marines the tangibles of 

joining GOMA. All agree that we must figure out the “What’s in it for me” to better connect with the 



  
Marines. Vice Chair suggests more and better engagements with Active duty Ordnance leadership; Jerry 

Copley to engage with I MEF, Shannon Sweeney with MARFORRES, LtCol Hubert to engage with II 

MEF and Jim Towney to engage with MARFORPAC and III MEF.  It was further discussed that we need 

to publish our GOMA Posters soon.  It was also discussed that we should highlight on the posters the 

tangibles of what GOMA offers the members, specifically the younger Marines to solicit more membership 

from the younger active duty ranks.  It was recommended by all that we need to highlight our scholarship 

program as a tangible that could possibly gain interest by the younger Marines and invite more members. 

 

2. Vice Chair solicits for pictures of newly elected Chair and Secretary for the GOMA website and 

Newsletter. 

 

3. Charles Bushnell announces our GOMA Scholarship program is approved and that Rick Byno has agreed 

to Chair this Committee. Treasurer asks how much money we have and when can we start. Rick Byno 

states we need to not rush and to be methodical with implementing our Scholarship program.  Discussions 

surround whether or not we can use the existing GOMA Savings account as our “USMC GOMA 

Scholarship fund”. It was determined that further research needs to be made to see if we can use our 

GOMA savings account, or if we need to create a separate account. Treasurer is to make a visit to the local 

Navy Fed Credit Union to inquire. Rick Byno stressed the importance that a revenue stream needs to be 

established to ensure the GOMA Scholarship program is fully funded. All members should seek donations, 

be it personal or from Companies/businesses, to the GOMA Scholarship program. Further discussions 

continued to see how we can allow Scholarship donors to donate directly to the GOMA Scholarship 

account as well as allowing for a receipt for those donors. This topic needed further research by the board 

members to determine how we can support donors and allow for issuing a receipt. Treasurer expressed he 

would like to get away from using PayPal due to the fee’s. Rick recommends that we announce our 

Scholarship program in the Newsletter as well as announcing this in our poster to showcase to potential 

new members this tangible that may resonate with the younger Marines. Rick further states we should be 

ready to start awarding scholarships in the Fall of 2021. Treasurer states that per the ByLaws and recent 

vote, we are allowed to also use no more than 10% of the GOMA general account towards the scholarship 

funds. 

 

Final comments from the Chair: 

Chair motions to change start time of board meeting to 1700 PST to better accommodate board members. Dave Tifft 

comments that would be cutting it close to his bed time of 2030 EST but will support and motions to accept. Vice 

Chair second’s the motion and motion is accepted. Next board meeting will go at 1700 PST, 9 December 2020 

 

Vice Chair makes comment that he wants to recognize the previous Chair, Charles Bushnell for all of his sacrifice of 

time, focus, and accomplishments as the Chair of GOMA over the past two years and since the beginning of the 

GOMA. All board members echoed the same sentiments. New Chair, Jim Towney makes additional comments and 

states he looks forward to the next two years, and also recognizes and appreciates the accomplishments and support 

of GOMA from the previous Chair. 

 

 

We hope you all have a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving with all of your families! Semper Fidelis!!! 

 

Meeting closed at 1715 (PST) 

 

 

 


